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institutions, and manners offend them. They like their
own ways, and if we appear amongst them as rulers,
there will be social discord in all the great departments
of social interest. The most important thing which we
shall inherit from the Spaniards will be the task of sup-
pressing rebellions. If the United States takes out of
the hands of Spain her mission, on the ground that Spain
is not executing it well, and if this nation in its turn
attempts to be school-mistress to others, it will shrivel
up into the same vanity and self-conceit of which Spain
now presents an example. To read our current litera-
ture one would think that we were already well on the
way to it. Now, the great reason why all these enter-
prises which begin by saying to somebody else, We know
what is good for you better than you know yourself
and we are going to make you do it, are false and
wrong is that they violate liberty; or, to turn the same
statement into other words, the reason why liberty, of
which we Americans talk so much, is a good thing is
that it means leaving people to live out their own lives
in their own way, while we do the same. If we believe
in liberty, as an American principle, why do we not
stand by it? Why are we going to throw it away to enter
upon a Spanish policy of dominion and regulation?
The United States cannot be a colonizing nation for a
long time yet. We have only twenty-three persons to
the square mile in the United States without Alaska.
The country can multiply its population by thirteen;
that is, the population could rise above a billion before
the whole country would be as densely populated as
Rhode Island is now. There is, therefore, no pressure of
population, which is the first condition of rational expan-
sion, unless we could buy another territory like the Mis-
sissippi Valley with no civilized population in it. If we